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U.S. House Advances Draconian Cuts for Water Infrastructure 

Bill Cuts Funding to States and Grows Massive New Federal Grant Program at EPA 
 

Washington, D.C. – Today, the U.S. House of Representatives Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment and Related Agencies voted 7 to 4, along party lines, to cut nearly $1.7 
billion from fiscally responsible state-run loan programs for water infrastructure. These 
draconian cuts reduce access to affordable financing for projects that provide safe drinking 
water, recycled water, wastewater services and stormwater management in communities across 
the nation.  
 

“The bill slashes federal funding for fiscally responsible loans for water infrastructure,” said 
Deirdre Finn, Executive Director of the Council of Infrastructure Financing Authorities (CIFA). “It’s 
a double whammy – a massive cut for water infrastructure that protects public health and an 
even bigger diversion of federal funding from loans to unsustainable grants.”  
 

The House bill cuts nearly $700 million in annual federal funding from the Clean Water and 
Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (SRFs), state-run loan programs for water infrastructure, 
and then diverts another $1 billion from these state-run loan programs to grow a massive new 
federal grant program for congressional earmarks at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA).  
 

“It's misleading to say that the bill cuts funding for EPA,” said Finn. “The House bill actually cuts 
funding to the states and, at the same time, creates a massive new federal grant program for 
congressional earmarks at EPA.” 
 

According to the Appropriations Committee, the House bill cuts $1.8 billion in federal funding 
from EPA. Nearly 40% ($678 million) are cuts to the state-run SRFs, federal funding that 
essentially passes through EPA to the states. The House bill then guts federal funding for the 
state-run loan programs by diverting another $1 billion from loans to grants to pay for 
congressional earmarks, which are managed by EPA. 
 

“Funding for water infrastructure is anything but wasteful spending,” said Finn. “A clean 
environment and safe drinking water are basic necessities for public health.” 
 

SRF loans are fiscally responsible because SRF loan repayments provide a permanent source of 
recurring funding to meet the never-ending need to rehabilitate, replace and modernize aging 
water, wastewater and stormwater infrastructure. 
 
Appropriations Subcommittee Members:  

• Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID) – Chair 
• Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV) 
• Rep. Michael Cloud (R-TX) 

https://simpson.house.gov/
https://amodei.house.gov/
https://cloud.house.gov/


• Rep. Chuck Edwards (R-NC) 
• Rep. Jake Ellzey (R-TX) 
• Rep. Guy Reschenthaler (R-PA) 
• Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-MT) 
• Rep. Chellie Pingree (D- ME) – Ranking Member 
• Rep. Josh Harder (D - CA) 
• Rep. Derek Kilmer (D - WA) 
• Rep. Betty McCollum (D- MN) 
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